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‘Down To
Wandering On Lake

‘But Fire Bucket and
..  Garden Hose Make|
Adequate Diving|
Suit for Treasure
Hunter ’

\x JHEN the Mother Goose
rhymes are brought up
to date and new situations
are substifuted for the old,
the story of the three men
who went to sea in a tub w1l}
be thrown out, 1
In .its place will go the| .
story of Alvin Lodge, assist-
1lant mechanical superintend-|
Tlent of the Hamilton Watch|
;| Company, who explores the

H bottoms of lakes and rivers in

§ his spare time in a discarded
 five bucket,

Not that Lodge actually
¢limbs into the bucket as did
:the three men in the tub. He
ulls it down over his head,

pside. down and then wades
ight in.

Inventing diving helmets for hie
pbersonal usge out of everything from

fire palls to auto top material are
among the first of a long series of
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pliances constructed by this invent-

glarm clock” which wakes him with| mest s pfc;urcd on the uhoms

¢ young man. To his credit is an Alvm Lodge, mventor of th

Eo‘pail diving hel-
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is spare time in a » dis arded

fire bucket,

| Not that Lodge actually

climbg. into the bucket as did
pthe three men in the tub. He

ulls it down over his head,

pside. down and then wades
ight in,

Inventing diving helmets for his
personal use out of everything from
Iire pails to auto top material are
among the Iirst of a long series of

pliances constructed by this invent-

¢ young man, To his credit is an
larm clock which wakes him with
usic, mechanical " devices which
ke the furnace and regular temper-
ures and pumps which can be made

't perform all kinds of hydraulic
*meks

&

Just For Convenience

But most of his inventions are
‘natters of convenience, The div-
ing helmets are all in fun, se
quite naturally he; likes them
best. Diving, he finds, is a lot of
Tun, although the-bottom of the
average lake is very disappoint-
Ing to the fellow who’s looked at
pictures of marine life In the
movies. There’s nothing on them
but sticks and stones to say noth- -
ing of considerable mud, -
Lodge's first helmet was dfivented

years ago when a youngster on the
shore¥ of Eagle Lake, N. Y., where his
family maintalns a summer h
There has always been stories,
no end of freasure lies some e
at the bottom of the lake. It's an old
yarn which goes back to the days of
Fort Ticonderoga, located nearby, but
it’s good enough to capture the faﬁcy
of any youthful resident. Lodge de-
cided that the only way to recover
the treasure was Jo get some diving
gear shd Mibk around for it. The best
and easiest way to get it, he iound
was to make it himself,

How successful the first helmet was
doesn’t matter,
is ‘that it opened up a new and sur-
prisingly unigque hobby for him and
that he has built a half Hozen ' hel-
mets since then, the fire bucket be-
ing the latest and yet an exact copy
of the first one,

The professional diver would no

.| much more practical. in ita present

“lungs has a pwerml’ K
ing a fellow to keep his. mfm

The 1mporta.nt fact|

more put on Lodge's rig than try to
aswallow his own highly polished bruss

4 NIRRT

Alvm Lodge, mvtntor of the

met ig plctureq ‘on-the shores of
_making ‘minor adjustmentg to the

.ment. The other view shows hi

G. Edwin Shubrook. i manning t

thing  suspended frOm ‘his ‘neck
anchor, .’

helmet.
from.
In the first place, there’s no suit
under it. There was al first. Lodge
made a regular canvas: diver’s suit, ||
but he found it impra,»
convenient, "
wrong with his equipme
thing usually does, he do
be hampered by Ky sult.

Keeps Deck Cleared -

It's & thmg bo jump away

Fes cut the suit off so that now |
the helmet has only a bib of canvas|
frfht snd back to keep the water |

from flooding him  out. It's very;
forin, for after all, when the purnper
gets tired, he can always awim up to
the surface and do his own breathing.
It’'s a funny thing howevser, he finds,
that when he leaves the helmet In
such emergenmee, he torgets tha& he
and

1y makes thie error of
breaih—bug o

One of the earilest and gteat&s

~the buoyancy ef . his |
took a long time to ovex
habit his dlvmg suit Halt of Teavi

89011!” Thﬁaw vervaiie.
Iy by welding-u setles of heavy
Aron’ discs. on. eit}m‘ y whlch

hi ‘and gave him a new one,
we
ing fn anchor around his neck and
Junimng overboard, & system which

iy pail.diving hel-
gle Lake, N. Y.,
me-made equup-

il actually a boat T

.

REASURE TROVE FISH HOOKS

LODGE’S diving equipment was capable of functlomng at
fdepths five feet greater than its present limitations, the inventor
s it Would be profitable instead of merely fascinating,
* Sunk in about 30 feet of water a short distance off of the shore
b agle lake is an old barge which was used for swimming and
fing until a few years ago. Now it’s so deep under water no one
move it, but it’s near encugh to the surface to foul troll lines
agsing ﬁshermen.
Lodge thinks if he could just get down to it, he could Jrobably
im.ehough fancy bait and tackle to oﬁ"-set the cost of the
et ahd stock his own tackle box for the balance of hlsglfe.
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d much to the professional
earaiice of the bucket and at
same time made it stay put.

COSS as a method ‘of keg
undsr water, for a gres
This pregented trov

too,
Anchors Aweigh

ver, L-odges next trouble wag
down himeelf, for the human

i amount o
% he’ %ﬁ& that no %

mu;ﬂn‘x; get up. When
the back he fell over M
;Iil:emiae*,\m,a foreed 34
Ui He daserted the weigm

“H
"o ard he trled sooher or later he to femedy the situatio 2, Veryain
woilid discover that he was treading Lodge thought” it oub # t;h pr\a@iym t

er, instead of walkmg around &s
gished to do, Since he dives in a
g suit, there was danger of
ng tog much on the rather
¢ garment, and a possibility that
did pumpers would have to
in shifts till -sume one found
But
t was necessary so he tried ty-

froygble at. ally = % e
n% got another anchor and tied
one in-front and one in the back
and everything was jake, He carries
a round iron ball, attached to a rope,
in his hand and Jses this for addi-
tional mooring to his. under sea
'anchora.ges.

Garden Air-Hose

. Trifitng matters like air hose and
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Gomg tu sea in a ﬁrepad may have its: !hrn!h. Here Is Lodge, :
ﬂomg down for the 100th tlme, and net yslling for help either. ; ’

BT

Ihand-lmes which cause professional
,divers more anxiety than any other
part of their equipment mean prac-
; tically nothing to him. They are
more or less in the class of necessary
]evim to be. dismissed - quickly and.
lightly, ‘The family clothes line,
serves very nobly as a life line and{

|2 brand new garden hose, purchased:

for the benefit of the lawn serveﬁ?

i a8 the alr conductor,

The pump, which was manned \
this- summer by G. Edwin Shu-
brooks, chief chemist at the
wateh  foctory, Isn’t any more -
regulation than the helmet it-
self. It was taken off -of an old
steam launch and in its earlier

days served the dual purpose of
hurtying the firés a little bit
to get steam up and blowing the

whistle when -the steam wasn’t R

up. Desplte 1ts age 1t's still a

very good pump—but it has its,

. limitations and_ they of. eoumi&

" automatically. become -tie.. J
«t§omg-of the whale eyqmipms y

s the diver goes deeper 'into

e water the pumper has to. ov-

rcome a greater pressure on the .

airline. At about 25 feet the .
- pressure becomes:so greay that

the blggest pumper Lod has

been able to .find, ShubrooKs, in-
cluded, can’t man the pnmp any
longer,

The . diver | elther has to retreat
very promptly to shallow water of
else leave the equipment. The “111p)
line” attached “to the helmet has

E 1Ey ne practical -value s0 far as pullmg

the .diver to the. surface is
ed. Its chlef value is' 40 rebo
equipment aften the diver has
Jome urider his . ow;n power,

ncer 11-

‘.w- There's only one great o

to diving, sp far as.
cerned, " He .just cpt?
‘how profesaional S
R tle wmdov?«;
trom stoan"
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