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Dear Bob, 

.: 

oct. 8,1979 

I have been able to, with out any doubt, identify the material 

in questionD They a~colonies of a free floating blue-green algae 

called Gleotrichia echinulata. The enclosed reprint tells much of 

what is known about this inter~ting, harmless algae. Rarely do they 

reach the numbers demostrated in your lake. They are too large for 
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most herb{~'rous zoo~lankton, they are not digested by fish so in 

short, Hhere the environment allows their development they can repro-

duce unchecked. If you wish to rid your lake of these algae they 

would be inevitablw replaced by other algae many orders of magnitude 

less favorable. The forms that would take over would be smaller, -
much greater in number, faster growing, reduce lake clarity considerabl~ 

be prone to periodic blooms that can result in; very noxtious odors, 

fish kills, a deoxygenation of the deeper portion of tee lake, etc., 
\ 

If you would like the problem studied in more detrul~ your lake 

association could support such researcho In this regard you might 

want to contact Dr. RoT. Oglesby. 

I hope this can be of some help to you. 

Sincerely, 

~/2<~ 
J..:. 

Frank A. Vertucci 


